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Hamburg Middle School Comes to the Duck Farm

On May 14th, 2010, Beth Horrigan, Science teacher at Hamburg Middle School, along with eager
and receptive sixth graders came to Joe —
Jurgielewicz & Son's duck farm for a field
trip. Mrs. Horrigan said that the children
have been studying embryology in the
classroom. They candled both chicken
and duck eggs comparing them as they
grew. They designed models and wrote
stories about the eggs development and
created hilarious comic strips. They even
3 s learned about the agri-business system.
Touring the Farm Mrs. Horrigan said, "The grand finale )
was the field trip to the duck farm which  Joey Scioscia with a duckling
tied everything together”. When the children arrived back at school, each one wrote wonderful
thank you letters to Dr. Joe and the Farm.
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The students had asked some questions in their letters. Below are only a few of their
guestions.

How long have you been in business? Joe Jurgielewicz & Son, LTD has been in business for over 25 years.

How many eggs the company produces per year? The farm produces over 4 million eggs in a year.

How old are the ducks when they begin to lay eggs? The female ducks are 22 weeks old when they can begin laying eggs.
How long do the eggs stay inside the incubator? The eggs will need to stay inside the incubator for at least 28 days.

Can more than one embryo hatch in one egg? Yes, more than one embryo can hatch from a single egg.

How do you pick which ducks are used to lay eggs and which ones get processed? Size, uniformity, and Breeder flock history

How long does it take for a duck embryo to develop? Embryo starts to develop immediately after being placed in the incubator at 98.5
degree temperature.

How do you grade an egg? By the size, shell quality, and cleanliness

What is the beak made of? The outside surface of the beak is covered by a thin horny sheath of keratin called the rhamphotheca.
How much food does a duck eat? Between 2.5 and 2.75#’s per pound of body weight gained.

Why are the ducks waxed inside the processing plant? When the ducks are processed they are waxed to remove the Down.

How many places do you ship your duck? We ship our duck to the East Coast, South, and Midwest. And some distributors even

request our ducks for overseas markets and West Coast markets. We deliver fresh ducks daily, six days per week to New York, New
Jersey and Pennsylvania.

We would like to also thank Mrs. Vardjan, Mr. Schaeffer, and Mr. Kistler for also coming to
the farm along with the 6th graders from Hamburg Middle School.
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